VRANJE Pavlovac Ribnice VRANJE

Deceased Milica Stojanovié

Mijalko Trajkovi¢'s corpse, headless, due to cluster bomb explosion
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In the village of Ribnice near Vranje, while planting corn, Irena Miti¢ (1983)
was seriously wounded and died later, during the same day, at Neurosurgical

Clinic in Nis
— investigation report o
— minutes from the hearing of Slobodan Djordjevi¢, on whose field Irena

j was wounded while he planted com
! — minutes from the hearing of Irena's mother Sladjana Miti¢

— death certificate for Irena Mitié
| — photographs.
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VRANJE ' Ribnice

Square seal of the Committee for Compiling Data on
Crimes Committed against Humanity and International Law
with case registry number: 02 144/99-17

Case No. 18/99

INVESTIGATION REPORT

Made by Investigating Magistrate of the District Court in Vranje on April 16, 1999, at the
scene, in the village of Ribinice, due to shelling of this village executed t;y NA’,IO air
forces, and due to the infliction of serious injuries to underage MITIC Irena from the
village of Ribince, born in 1983, and to Djordjevi¢ Slobodan also from Ribince.

o _ People present:
Invest{gatmgl M_agls_t}'ate Crime Investigation Inspectors
Slavoljub Mihajlovié Krsti¢ Negica and
Miti¢ Dragan

Crime Investigation Assistants
Anti¢ Dragoljub

Deputy of District Attorney Vranje
Popovi¢ Marina

Commenced at 13:00

On April 1_6, 19799, around 10 :00, NATO air forces shelled the village of Ribince,
wher_eat serious injuries were inflicted to MITIC Irena, daughter of Aca, born in 1983
and light injuries to Djordjevié¢ Slobodan from Ribince. ' ‘

After_ tht.S attack, I visited the scene for conducting investigation together with the Deputy
of DISH'JCT Aftorney Vranje, Crime Investigation Inspectors and an Crime Investigation
Assistant, and I found the following:

The p{_)lice_men of YIallje police station were positioned at the scene and rendered the
following mfonnatlon_: having heard about the explosion, they immediately visited the
scene so as to guard it; shell particles inflicted injuries to MITIC Irena and D jordjevi¢

Slobodap from Ribince who were afterwards transported to the Medical Centre in Vranje
for medical treatment.

Investigation is being conducted at the site called "Kruska" in the area of Ribince village
aqtual!y in the part between the highway and the old regional road, in the estate of,
Djordjevié Svetislav from Ribince. Left to the regional road Vranje- Bujanovac, looking
towards Bujanovac, at 68m distance from the road in the field of D jordjevié ,Svetislav
from Ribince, his red tractor was found, registration number IMT P 42 the front part of
which was turned into the direction of the village of Neradovac. Attached to the tractor
there was a corn sowing machine. The left pail, which had some corn in it, contained also
a pool of ~bl{)oc! covering the seeds of corn. Behind the tractor, in the direction of Ribince
at 25m distance, another pool of blood can be observed. Right to the tractor leokiné
towards the mentioned regional road, in a neighbouring estate, at about 8m distar;ce
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ahole made by shell explosion could be observed, size 1,5%0,7 in diametre. The distance
between this hole and the pool of blood is 25m. Numerous particles of shell covering can
be observed around the hole and even in the property of Djordjevi¢ Svetislav. Another
unexploded shell was found on the surface of the ground, which the policemen also
guarded, at the same part of the regional road, in the direction of Vranje.

The investigation having been conducted, I talked in the Medical Centre in Vranje,
Orthopaedic Ward, with Dr Stojanovié Zoran, orthodpaedist, on the injuries inflicted to
the injured parties, and the doctor stated the following: underage Irena sustained serious
physical injury - skull fracture on the right side, most probably caused by shell particles,
her life was endangered andis still in very critical condition; the girl has been
transported, in a very bad condition, into Neurosurgical Clinic in Nis, for further medical
treatment; she also sustained injuries on her leg, where a shell particle remained. The
doctor also stated that Djordjevié Slobodan from Ribince sustained light injuries. This
patient is still at the Orthopaedic Ward of the Medical Centre in Vranje with the
following injuries: a sclopetarious wound inflicted by a shell particle in the right upper
leg, a perforated wound in the right shinbone and a perforated wound in the right foot.

I talked to Dordjevi¢ Slobodan in connection with the event at the Orthopaedic Ward in
Vranje, and he g ave the following statement: on that day h e went to his field, called
'K ruika" so as to plant it with corn using his tractor IMT P 42 and a planting machine;
his father Svetislav, underage Miti¢ Irena - daugh ter of Aca - and her mother Miti¢
Sladjana helped him; he drove the tractor while his father Svetislav and underage Irena
sat on the planting machine - Irena on the right wing, Svetislav on the left wing of the
machine - and observed the process of planting, thereat taking care that everything should
go well; they were moving in the field, planting com, in the direction Ribnica-Neradovac,
namely to the south, while Irena's mother Sladjana stayed in the field, some 200m behind
them; around 10:10 Slobodan heard enourmous shell explosion next to him, more to the
neighbouring field; he was wounded by shell particles in his right leg, he jumped off the
tractor which continued going for 2 couple of metres when Slobodan saw underage Irena
with a serious injury - the right part of her head was bleeding enormously, so he took her
to the highway to render her aid; her health condition was very bad and she was
transferred to Neurosurgical Clinic in Nis.

Crime Investigation Assistant took the photographs of the scene which will be an integral
part of this report.

Finished at 13:30.
round seal of the District Court
Investigating Magistrate

Slavoljub Mihajlovi¢
(Slavoljub Mihajlovi¢'s signature)

NOTE: The investigation having been completed, I was informed by MITIC IRENA's
family that she, the girl, passed away in the same day due to the inflicted wounds.
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